It is easy, though seldom useful, to point to omissions in a dictionary which makes no claim to be exhaustive and whose compiler admits to a choice ofwords which has been purely empirical. Nevertheless, one is surprised to find 'acute' and 'chronic', two words frequently misunderstood by students, omitted. Eponyms, proprietary names and Americanisms are expressly excluded. Many nonmedical terms are included and useful tables of arteries,, muscles and nerves are printed as an appendix.
Dr Thomson says the making of his dictionary was a labour of love; it is also for one man a considerable achievement. J Textbooks like children have a tendency to grow and mature and 'Eye Surgery', the brain-child of Hyla Stallard, has adopted the general pattern. It is comforting to know that the fifth edition was percolating throughout the world as an established guide to ophthalmic surgeons before his untimely death, so that he was aware of its assured success. A dedicated author as well as surgeon, he was never happier than when improving his text. In this edition 287 new illustrations have been added and new operations described include partial cyclectomy, canaliculo-dacryocysto-rhinostomy, trabeculotomy, trabeculectomy, vitrectomy, phakoemulsification, keratomileusis and keratoprosthesis. Cardiac arrest and its treatment is also included.
His purpose is clearly stated in the preface: 'to describe fully the details of surgical operations which I believe have an accepted place in current practice'. It is a job well done. There cannot be many authors who have earned so much gratitude from practising surgeons and there must be few personal ophthalmic libraries in which this carefully worded guide to action is not represented, well thumbed and eagerly read. It is in itself a suitable memorial to a lifework of devoted service. This book is a review of the radiological appearances of tumours of the lung and mediastinal tumours. These subjects are dealt with well in several radiological texts. However, there is certainly a place for a comprehensive survey of the subject. The material is derived from the Churchill Hospital at Oxford where four thousand patients with such tumours have been seen in the last twelve years.
Great emphasis is laid upon technique, the author favouring the use of high voltage techniques. The various forms of tomography are described in detail and four whole chapters are devoted to tomography, including rotational tomography.
Bronchography also appears to be used more by the author than by most radiologists. A short chapter is included on the use of special radiographic and isotope procedures in the assessment of lung and mediastinal tumours. A number of useful appendices are included.
The book is lavishly illustrated and on the whole the reproductions are of good quality. Some, however, are difficult to interpret. This may be due to the use of well penetrated films which reproduce lung detail poorly. This work surveys its subject in a very comprehensive manner and most radiologists or physicians working in this field will find in it a great deal of valuable and well presented information. It is also recommended to radiologists in training. Unfortunately the cost of the book is unusually high for a relatively small monograph. DAVID SUTTON Biology of Bone by N M Hancox pp viii+ 199 illustrated £6.40 London: Cambridge University Press 1972 Professor Hancox's book could be of interest to anyone in the medical field; an evening spent with this pleasantly written work would add to any reader's understanding of bone. The author presupposes little specialist knowledge but he is
